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From General Martindale to General Butler
ROCHDSTBE, NEW YOBK, Aug. Stfi, 1864
DEAR GENERAL: I have now been home one week. By dint of absolute rest, recumbent posture, medical attendance, I am feeling pretty well, but I am now persuaded that my departure from the army was an absolute necessity. I could not go back to you with any safety at present. I have sent my resignation directly to Col. Hammond, but fearing that it may be objected to as not corning through the regular channels, I send a duplicate to you. It is not necessary to send through General Ord, for I was assigned to the temporary command of the 18th Corps, and I am not aware of any order returning me to the command of the 2nd division of that Corps.
Please forward the resignation approved. I enclose to you a copy of a letter which I have sent to the Secretary of War.
You will see that I prepared an alternative, viz, an extension of my leave to the 15th of Sept. I have been induced to do this by the solicitations of loyal citizens here. There is very great discouragement over the North, great reluctance to recruiting, strong disposition for peace, and even among republicans of long standing Can]] inclination for a change of rulers. The democratic papers in this city, in noticing my return and resignation, stated that it was said to be placed on the ground of ill-health, but imputed it in fact to the well-founded disgust of a "gbod soldier" in the blundering administration of affairs.
Now, I don't wish that any influence that I may have should be excited to increase or confirm the present popular discouragement, and I have yielded to the suggestion made to me to have my leave of absence extended if the Sec. should deem it advisable to do so.
If there shall occur any delay in disposing of my case, do me the friendly act to extend my leave of absence, say SO days, to cover contingencies. Please do this at all events.
The certificate enclosed will, I suppose, justify this extension. I wish to hear from you. I am greatly disturbed by the failure of that mining operation at Petersburg.
The plan of an attack on Walthal Junction was a better one. What says Weitzel? The fact is, the only gain which has been accomplished and held in the campaign of the Eastern armies this season, is the foothold which you seized by your audacious enterprise up the James River in May, and gained, too, without the loss of a man.